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Our Curriculum 

The ‘Coopers Lane Learner’ is at the core of our curriculum. Centred around our values, we have 

designed our curriculum to recognise children’s prior learning, provide first hand learning experiences, 

allow the children to develop interpersonal skills, build resilience and become creative, critical thinkers. 

As a Rights Respecting School we truly believe all children have a right to an education.  

Our aim is for all children to reach their potential academically and, through our inspiring curriculum, 

to develop a passion for learning that will last a lifetime.  

Every Coopers Lane child is recognised as a unique individual. We celebrate and welcome 

differences within our school community. The ability to learn is underpinned by the teaching of basic 

skills, knowledge, concepts and values. We constantly provide enhancement opportunities to engage 

learning and believe that childhood should be a happy, investigative and enquiring time in our 

lives, where there are no limits to curiosity and there is a thirst for new experiences and knowledge. 

We encourage our children to have a growth mindset and to demonstrate our school values in all they 

do, promoting positive attitudes to learning and giving children the skills needed to take responsibility 

for their future success.  

We are a proud London school and celebrate our great city through many aspects of our 

curriculum. Community involvement is an essential part of our curriculum and we work in partnership 

with all stakeholders in order to share real life experiences from our rich, diverse community.  

Children leave Coopers Lane as responsible global citizens with strong values and self-belief. 

They are life-long learners who are enthusiastic about the next step in their education.  

Our children know that they are: 

 

‘All Different, All Equal, All Smiling’ 
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English 
“If you just communicate, you can get by.  

But if you communicate skillfully, you can create miracles.”  
― Jim Rohn 

At Coopers Lane, we begin our journey as readers and writers by first becoming confident speakers 

and responsive listeners.  From the moment we start school, we are encouraged to share our ideas, 

listen to our friends and grow our imaginations together, exploring the wonder and magic in our 

provision through child-initiated play, including in our Water World, Story Time and the Builder’s 

Yard.  The adults in our classrooms adventure with us through our play, planting vocabulary 

seeds amongst our chatter and encouraging us to ask questions of each other and our world.  We 

know that our ideas are valued and we are eager to share them; we see very quickly that the more we 

listen, and the more we speak, the more we learn.  We are storytellers before we even put pencil to 

paper! 

As we progress through the school, we take part in daily activities that help us to further develop and 

apply our speaking and listening skills. From Reception upwards, we have the opportunity to perform 

at least twice a year to an audience, through our show-stopping Christmas performances and our 

wonderful class assemblies, which are informative and celebrate all that we have learnt.  Role-play 

and drama activities play an essential part in our learning journey, with some being teacher facilitated 

and some child led; we use these to explore lots of different topics and themes, both inside our 

classrooms and in the outside areas. 

 
“The more that you read, the more things you will know.  

The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” 

 ― Dr Seuss 

Reading  

Our classrooms are treasure troves filled with a selection of beautiful books and this is where our 

love of reading is nurtured as we move through school.  As readers, you will find us happily diving into 

stories, new and familiar, and our adults are there to read with us, read to us and to help us find our 

favourite genres and characters.  We also visit our school library once a week and enjoy browsing 

the shelves that are brimming with books; books that have been donated to our school, books that 

have been chosen by our teachers and, most recently, books that have been chosen by us and 

purchased by our wonderful families to keep us stocked with texts that really ignite our interests. 

Our shared books have been carefully selected to celebrate and embrace our differences.  

Throughout our journey at Coopers Lane, we will see ourselves in the stories that we read.  Our 

Love to Listen sessions at the end of every day are magical opportunities for immersing ourselves in 

the lives of different families, helping us to be respectfully curious about the world lived by people 

from different races and ethnicities, backgrounds and cultures, as well as understanding and 

celebrating neurodiversity and disability.  We also learn about the many beautiful forms that “family” 

can take for children of the world, including our own school community: different families, same love. 
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In Early Years
and KS1, children

take part in a
phonics session

every day. 

READINGREADING

In Early Years
and KS1, children

read with an
adult 1:1 at least

once a week. 

    In Year 2,  
reading sessions
begin to focus
more on other

key reading
skills. 

In KS2, 
children‘s reading

sessions follow the
Destination Reader

approach.

Daily 
Love to Listen

sessions at the end
of each day ensure
all children access 

a shared text.

Every child 
accesses our school
library each week

and celebrates
World Book Day

each year.

At Coopers Lane, we use Floppy’s Phonics,
which is a systematic synthetic phonics

programme.  Every day, children take part
in a phonics session where they will learn
or revise different phonemes following the
Floppy’s Phonics programme.  Children are
also given the opportunity to apply their

phonic learning independently throughout
the day.

Studies show that children who
read to an adult regularly make

better progress in reading.  
We ensure that all children in
KS1 have the opportunity to

read with an adult once a week
in school, and encourage our
parents and carers to further

support their children with daily
reading at home.

As the children become more confident in
their phonic knowledge, we begin to focus

on other reading skills, such as
comprehension, prediction and inference.  
The children are introduced to these skills
in Early Years, but they become more of a

focus in Year 2.  When the children are
ready, we start to teach reading using the

Destination Reader approach.

Destination Reader is a
research-led approach
for teaching reading,
which aims to foster
reading for pleasure

and to instil a life-long
love of reading.  The
approach explicitly
teaches the skill of

reading, including word
reading, comprehension
and breadth of reading.

These are daily,
whole-class
interactive
sessions.

The Destination
Reader approach
ensures equality
of provision and  
opportunities for  

modelling,
discussion and
independent

reading.

10/15 minutes
every day!

Love to Listen sessions at the end of each day
are magical opportunities for children to

share a book as a class that we feel should
not be missed.  Each year group has a Love to

Listen Map which shows you the range of
books, authors and themes that they explore.  

They help us to celebrate and embrace
difference.  

Our beautiful library is brimming with books
and every child gets to visit it each week to

browse and borrow.  We also celebrate World
Book Day as a whole school and use it as an

opportunity to inspire writing.     .
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Destination Reader Texts - Years 2, 3 & 4 
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Destination Reader Texts - Years 5 & 6 
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Phonics 

At Coopers Lane, we know that the use of phonics is crucial in the teaching of early reading and writing. 

We use ‘Floppy’s Phonics’, which is a systematic synthetic phonics programme. 

The programme is delivered in two distinct sessions:  

● Session 1 is a teacher-led session focusing on revision of past letter/s-sound correspondences and 

the introduction of sounds and graphemes, as well as modelling and practicing the skills of blending, 

segmenting and handwriting, using a range of interactive resources. 

● Session 2 provides a revise-and-apply routine in which the children focus on their own learning at 

their own level, using the Say the Sounds Posters, Sounds Books, Activity Sheets or Activity Books and 

Cumulative Texts, with the teacher drawing the attention of the whole class together as needed.  

The second session can take place later in the day or the next day, or as an immediate follow-on. Each 

sound is also linked to a Sounds reading book, which is used to support the new learning.  Some words, 

which cannot be phonetically sounded out, are taught at each stage. These are ‘helpful words’ and are 

taught through sight recognition. 

 

Writing 

When you walk into a Writing lesson at Coopers Lane, you will see enthusiastic authors and 

illustrators hard at work; love for the creative process of writing oozes out of us and we show immense 

respect for each other and our projects.  In Early Years, our provision encourages us to be mark 

makers, and to use our phonics to label our illustrations and write our first sentences.  We build and 

create stories orally through our Mighty Writer sessions, soaking up new and exciting 

vocabulary, and we learn that writing our ideas down helps us share them with others.  As we 

move into Year One, we become members of Drawing Club and we focus on using our power codes to 

support our writing; we challenge ourselves to use the most powerful code, sometimes even our 

super blaster code! 

As we move through school, our reading and writing journeys are inextricably intertwined, with 

our teachers carefully crafting wonderful writing units based on high quality texts from a range of 

authors and genres.  Before we are asked to write, we are inspired.  We are immersed in our chosen 

text slowly; we pore over the pages and illustrations, saturating ourselves with shared thoughts about 

the characters, settings and storylines, and absorbing all of the rich vocabulary.  When we start to 

write, we are ready; we have a toolkit of skills that we have been taught, and we feel confident to 

choose when to use them.  You will see us showing responsibility as we become authors and 

illustrators ourselves, taking pride in our writing.  As we become more accomplished writers, we also 

use perseverance as we draft and redraft our work to skillfully build our final pieces.
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In Early Years,
children are

encouraged to be
mark makers from
the moment they

join us.

WRITINGWRITING

In Year 1, 
children become

members of
Drawing Club where
story and children‘s

own illustrations
are used to inspire

writing.

 In Years 2 to 6,
staff continue to
carefully craft
wonderful and

inspiring writing
units.

Every unit of 
writing begins with
IMMERSION.  Before
we ask children to
write, we must first
inspire them to want

to write.

We follow 
a Mastery approach to
writing, ensuring that
our pupils are given

the chance to return to
text types and build on

skills learnt.

We have 
carefully selected a
range of evidence-
based strategies to
support the way we

teach writing.

In EYFS, we spark children’s imaginations
using their own interests, things happening
in the world and stories too.  Daily phonics
sessions deliver the knowledge the children
need, and our Mighty Writer sessions build
rich language skills and inspire creativity.  
Creative writing opportunities in provision
encourage children to practise using these
skills for themselves.  We teach children

how to form their letters correctly and the
language for this is consistent across school.

We know that children who are
inspired to write make better

writers.  In Year 1, we share the
magical world of tales and story

to children through our whole
class Drawing Club sessions,

simultaneously enriching their
language skills and developing
their fine motor skills.  These

sessions are wonderful
opportunities for children to

explore their ideas using their
own illustrations as a stimulus. 

Our writing overview shows the range of texts that
we use to inspire writing from Years 1 to Year 6.  
We have carefully selected these books over time

and in discussion with our teachers.

When designing our English curriculum, we
wanted to simplify the language around the

many different text types and help our
children see how they are all connected.

After researching, we adopted Michael Tidd’s
successful approach to Writing 4 a Purpose.  

When planning a unit of writing, teachers first
decide what is the purpose and all of our

plans build on skills previously used.

Each inspiring unit is planned
using a similar structure, which

was designed and agreed in
collaboration with our teachers,
after reflecting on what works

best for our pupils.

The 4 main purposes for writing are:
    To entertain             To persuade
    To inform                 To discuss
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We know that children who are inspired to write make better writers.  We strive for children to feel that 

writing is a worthwhile pursuit; lessons fuel children with the motivation to write and the confidence to 

apply taught skills, with children feeling safe in the knowledge that mistakes are welcomed, and 

opportunities to redraft and improve are never far away.  The yearly overview sets out the text types to 

be taught in each year group in each term (from Years 2 to 6).  We follow a mastery approach, which 

builds on prior knowledge and skills, ensuring children regularly return to text types and genres, 

helping them to see how different types of writing are connected. We focus on the following four writing 

purposes: to inform; to entertain; to persuade; and to discuss. 

The teaching of writing at Coopers Lane follows 5 key phases, PIIIP, which can be seen on our Planning 

Writing document (page 13). 

PREPARATION:  Once an exciting stimulus for writing has been selected, teachers carefully craft a unit 

overview; these units are adapted each year based on the needs of the current cohort of children.  To 

accompany this, a writing toolkit is also created, detailing the purpose of the unit and the specific objectives 

to be taught; children are given time to reflect on this at the end of their writing, evaluating how they feel 

they have met the aims, and time is given for them to edit and recraft their work as needed. Finally, a 

WAGOLL (what a good one looks like) is written by the team to agree an example of the desired outcome 

to be modelled to the children; this is to support the teachers in the shared writing process and is not to 

be shown in its entirety to the children as a final model.   

IMMERSION:  This is where the magic begins.  Lessons are designed to engage children from the 

moment they are introduced to the stimulus; creativity is ignited, joy and excitement for the text type 

and purpose build and the children are hooked in.  This is a crucial phase in the teaching of writing – 

if we want the children to write, we need to motivate them to write from the very beginning of the unit.  A 

learning wall should be used to display magpied ideas, such as shared language around the genre, new 

vocabulary and children’s initial thoughts and feelings.  This is a working wall and is added to throughout 

the unit, creating an invaluable point of reference for the authors in the classroom.  This phase may 

involve drama opportunities and short, free writing opportunities e.g. note taking, diaries, character profiles 

and so on.  Children should be encouraged to actively make notes during lessons to refer back to later. 

IMITATION: This is where the children learn how to weave and craft their magic.  The sprinkling and 

collecting of vocabulary continues, alongside mini lessons that teach children key grammatical 

techniques and skills that are needed for the agreed genre, and children are given plenty of opportunity to 

rehearse these skills.  Like little word-wizards, they practice their spells, unpicking and playing with 

different sentence types and composition, regularly discussing the impact of these features.  At this stage, 

the teacher supports the children to agree toolkits for their writing, which are then displayed on the learning 

wall. This phase will offer a mixture of short writing outcomes and extended writing outcomes, all of which 

will be modelled by the teacher during shared and guided writing sessions (see page 12 for more). 

INNOVATION: The final spell!  This is the writing workshop phase.  This is where the children create 

their own version of the text type, pulling together their ideas from previous lessons, referring to notes in 

their books and the working wall.  Throughout this phase, the writing journey is scaffolded by the 

teacher through shared writing; a whole class text is created alongside children’s own outcomes. 

PRESENTATION: A showcase of magic!  The children and their teacher will agree how to present their 

writing, depending on the purpose; for example, will it be best as a book, a filmed performance or a leaflet?   
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Shared writing lies at the heart of teaching writing at Coopers Lane, and can be used at every stage of 

the writing process.  Pie Corbett tells us that shared writing “is the key moment at which writing is 

taught. If you don’t do shared writing, you’re not teaching writing.”  Teachers skilfully use their 

assessment of children’s writing to decide on the key ‘progress points’ to focus on during shared 

writing.  The stages of shared writing outlined by Pie Corbett are as follows: 

• Demonstration - I’ll show you how to do something 

• Joint Composition - Now we’ll have a go together 

• Guided Writing - I’ll support you in a small, focused group. 

§ Mini-writing Children write, on a specific focus, using mini whiteboards for 
immediate feedback 

• Independent writing - You have a go on your own 

 

Each stage of the Shared Writing process looks slightly different, with the aim being the move from 

dependence to independence.  Pie Corbett explains it like this: 

1. Demonstration 

“This is where you show children how to do something in writing that is new, or difficult, and will help 
pupils make progress. You write in front of the children, on a flip chart with paper so that the writing 
can be displayed and the physical action of writing with a pen is being modelled. You give a running 
commentary as you go, revealing the decisions you’re making.  This way, the children are 
witnessing a writer at work.  This shared writing stage must be well focused and fairly brisk so 
that it holds children’s attention.  As you write, invite children to offer comments and suggestions so 
that they are fully engaged and not just passive observers.” 
 

2. Joint composition 

“This is similar, except the children begin to take control, with you scribing their ideas. If 
‘demonstration writing’ is ‘I’ll show you and explain’, then ‘joint composition’ is ‘Now let’s have a go 

together and you explain’.  There is a shift from the teacher as model towards the children doing 
more of the thinking, composing, explaining and working as writers.  Your job is to write down what 
children say on a flip chart, taking over the transcription. You’ll also need to remind, prompt and 
challenge, so that children’s writing remains focused on your progress points.  You need to 
constantly balance the focus between pushing children to ‘generate’ ideas and then ‘judge’ what 
works best.  What ends up on the board has to be the best work you can elicit from the 
children.  The pace needs to be brisk, but have pauses for ‘thinking time’.” 
 
3. Guided writing 

“This is a form of group teaching where you focus on children who have similar needs. This is based 
on your assessment of their writing.  ‘Guide’ the group through the part of the writing process that 
everyone else is focused upon.  Help children remind themselves of targets, progress points and 
writing processes. Revisit the model and toolkit. Try writing on mini whiteboards. This is 
because children are more likely to experiment. They can then copy the work into their journals.  
The main point about guided work is that the children should be doing most of the thinking and 
writing.  Take time to reflect. Writers nearly always read their work aloud, and this is an important 
habit to develop with children. You read your work aloud primarily to ‘listen’ to it – to hear how it 
sounds, whether it flows and the effect it creates.” 
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SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar)  

Grammar and punctuation play a significant part in the National Curriculum. At Coopers Lane, we teach 

specific grammar, punctuation and spelling skills during regular sessions. These are mini lessons, which 

are carefully differentiated to meet the needs of every child and focus on key skills and objectives 

lifted from the National Curriculum. Spelling is taught through the Rising Stars spelling scheme. SPAG is 

not just taught as a discrete subject, it is also integrated into our English and wider curriculum 

lessons through writing opportunities, ensuring that the children are transferring skills across 

subjects. 

 

Assessment  

● At the end of a longer piece of writing, teachers and children use the writing toolkits to assess if the 
objectives have been successfully met. 

● Once a term all children are assessed in Reading, Writing and Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. The 
children will sit designated tests in order to help inform teacher assessments and identify gaps in 
knowledge and understanding.  This is then used to inform future planning. 

● For Writing, teachers use the Teacher Assessment Framework documents to support their 

judgements, in conjunction with their knowledge of the expectations of the national curriculum.  
Moderation sessions are held termly, in which staff moderate as a team across the year group and also 
have the opportunity to discuss judgements with adjacent year groups.  This knowledge then informs 
planning for teachers to revise and practice skills that children have already experienced, mastering the 
skills as they move through school. 

● Each term the class teacher makes a judgement about how each child is making progress towards the 
year group expectations, using the following categories: 

o Below expectation 

o Just below expectation 

o Meeting expectation 

o Above expectation 
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Progression of skills and objectives 
Note: Each year group’s skills build upon the prior learning. AP = Alan Peat sentence types 
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Progression of skills and objectives  

Note: Each year group’s skills build upon the prior learning. AP = Alan Peat sentence types 
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Progression of skills and objectives  
Note: Each year group’s skills build upon the prior learning. AP = Alan Peat sentence types 
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Progression of skills and objectives  

Note: Each year group’s skills build upon the prior learning. AP = Alan Peat sentence types 
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MATHS 
 

“Mathematics is not about numbers, equations, computation or algorithms: it is about 
UNDERSTANDING.” 

― William Paul Thurston 

At Coopers Lane, we begin our journey as mathematicians in Early Years. We use inside our 
classroom and the outside areas to explore what numbers mean using the counting principles. 
We listen to stories based around numbers and engage with the Numberblocks characters as 
we investigate numbers up to 5. We are encouraged to start reasoning and problem solving 
using mathematical talk. 

As we progress through the school, we continue to gain a deeper understanding of number and 
how different operations link to each other. We use a Concrete (objects) – Pictorial (drawings) 
– Abstract (formal methods) approach to learning new concepts which allows everyone to 
succeed and boosts our confidence in explaining our methods. We are encouraged to use 
technical mathematical vocabulary from the start of our journey and love to share what we have 
learnt with others. 

When you walk into a maths lesson at Coopers Lane, you will see Marvellous Mathematicians 
who show a growth mindset as they learn new concepts, and show our school value of 
perseverance as we reason and problem solve. We mostly all work on the same objectives, 
with support for those who need it, and extra challenges for those who grasp something more 
quickly. With our hands on and practical approach, we have a love of maths and become life-
long learners.  

At Coopers Lane, we view Maths as a building project. Each new thing that we learn builds 
upon something we have learnt before. As we learn more, our foundations become stronger 
and our building grows taller.  

“A person who never made a mistake, never tried anything new.” 

― Albert Einstein 

Planning 

All year groups from Reception upwards follow the White Rose scheme of work, which 
consists of: 

o a yearly/termly overview outlining when each topic is taught 
o weekly objectives 
o teaching notes and examples 
o small steps guidance 
o suggested mental and independent activities 
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Each year group uses these resources to create an overview for each unit, mapping out the 
skills and teaching points that need to be covered, as well as the opportunities for applying 
knowledge through reasoning and problems solving tasks. They then produce a short-term 
weekly plan of lessons based on the needs of their class, identified by assessment. 

 

Mental Maths 
Our mental maths focus for each phase is: 
● KS1: counting, number bonds and other number skills 
● Lower KS2: times tables and linked division facts 
● Upper KS2: fractions, decimals, percentages, square and prime numbers 
 

Every Maths lesson has an element of arithmetic. Children in Years 1-6 take an arithmetic 
quiz every fortnight, with the number and difficulty of questions appropriate to the age and 
ability of the class.  

Knowledge Organisers 

We have created amazing knowledge organisers for each area of maths which summarise the 
key knowledge that children should know and the methods that they should be able to use 
independently by the end of each maths unit. Our calculation policy shows the strategies we 
use to teach the four operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, and how 
the learning progresses as the children deepen their understanding. 

Assessment 

Assessment is continuous throughout the year and the children are assessed against each 
of the taught objectives. We also use formal tests at the end of each term to help inform 
planning for the next term and to identify children who may need additional support in an 
area of maths. Each term the class teacher makes a judgement about how each child is 
making progress towards the year group expectations, using the following categories: 

● Working towards expectation 
● Just below expectation 
● Meeting expectation 
● Exceeding expectation 
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Reception 
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Curriculum 
 

Topics  

Our curriculum is action packed and full of interactive and exciting learning opportunities 
throughout the key stages. It is stimulating, engaging and promotes independence. Children will 
be taught the foundation subjects; History, Geography, Music, Art, DT, PSHE, and PE through 
motivating half-termly topics. Children will become explorers and detectives to find out more 
about the world around them and significant historical periods. Trips and visits linked to the topic 
will bring their learning to life.  
The children’s learning begins with a topic launch day where they will take part in a range of 
activities that will immerse them in the exciting topics.  

Curriculum Overviews 

The half-termly overviews provide a child-friendly summary of what they will learn in each 
curriculum subject during each half-term (Maths and English overviews can be found on the 
relevant subject page of the website). 
 
Planning   

A medium-term plan is created for each year group to give the context for learning and a 
weekly breakdown of the subjects and objectives to be taught.    

Weekly plans are made using the school proforma and are stored on the Google Drive, along 
with the accompanying resources.   

Assessment   

At the end of each unit of work, children should be assessed against the key objectives using 
the school proforma. The following categories are used:  

⇒ Working towards expectation 
⇒ Meeting expectation 
⇒ Exceeding expectation  
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Science 
 

At Coopers Lane, we begin our journey as scientists in Nursery. Our experiences at Forest 
School encourage us to develop a wonder of the world around us. Our curiosity inspires us to 
ask questions and explore why things happen. As we progress through the school, we 
continue to develop our investigative skills using the five types of scientific enquiry, which 
include observation over time, pattern seeking, identifying and grouping, fair testing and 
research. Using our investigative skills, we make conclusions from our findings and build on 
our prior knowledge. We are encouraged to use technical vocabulary and we are proud to 
share with others what we have learnt. 

When you walk into a science lesson at Coopers Lane, you will see ‘super scientists’ who 
show awe and wonder as we continue to discover, explore and find answers to our burning 
questions. With our hands on and practical approach, we have a love of learning and become 
learners for life. We also have a love for the wider world and through our deeper 
understanding of the universe, we promote the values of our Green Team and help to care for 
our planet. 

At Coopers Lane, we view science as an adventure. We work collaboratively in a safe and 
supportive environment, valuing each other’s opinions, which supports our inquisitive minds 
as we develop into independent learners who have a thirst to want to know more about our 
extraordinary world. 

“Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time to 
understand more, so that we may fear less.”  

- Marie Curie 
 

Resources   
• Switched on Science (Hard copy books + Rising Stars Online) 
• Busy Things   
• Virtual Experiments   
• LGfL Learning Resources 
• Knowledge Organisers  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Art 
“Creativity takes courage.” 

– Henri Matisse 

At Coopers Lane we begin our journey as artists in Nursery, exploring the world around us 
and expressing ourselves through creating in two and three dimensions on a small and large 
scale. As we progress through the school, we continue to develop our artistic skills through 
using new media such as pencils, chalk, pastels, paints, clay, fabric and ceramic mosaics; 
using them to try out new skills and techniques in drawing, painting, printing, textiles, collage, 
3D and sculpture. We are encouraged to use artistic vocabulary and we are proud to share 
with others what we have learnt. 

When you walk into an art lesson at Coopers Lane, you will see passionate artists who want 
to discover, explore and express themselves and are not afraid to try new things. We love 
learning about art from other cultures and periods of time, as well as having artists visit us and 
being able to go and explore art in our community and around London. We show responsibility 
by having our own sketch books that follow us through the school and allow us space to 
explore ideas and find out about lots of different artist including Van Gogh, Frida Kahlo and 
Monet. We then use our new skills to create wonderful end products. 

We are really happy that we get to display and exhibit our amazing art in our classrooms, in our 
own permanent exhibition space, as well as in temporary exhibitions at school and in the 
community. With our hands on and practical approach, we have a love of being creative and 
become learners for life. 

 

Resources   

• PlanBee  (Google drive) 
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& Design Technology 

 
At Coopers Lane, we begin our journey as designers in Early Years, where we are 
encouraged to show an interest in technological toys and explore different materials, tools and 
techniques for building things. The only thing that limits us is our imagination as we play in the 
woodwork, building, mud kitchen and construction areas. As we progress through the school, 
we continue to develop our creative skills designing and making things ranging from moving 
buggies to Indian inspired silk cushions, and from air raid shelters to cooking foods from 
around the world. Some of our food technology lessons are taught alongside science, 
especially when we are thinking about healthy eating and nutrition. When we have finished a 
project, we take the time to evaluate it so that we know what we need to do in our next project 
to make it even better. 

When you walk into a DT lesson at Coopers Lane, you will see designers who aren’t afraid to 
take risks as we think creatively about how to solve any problems that come up. We love to 
work independently or as part of a team showing our values of respect and responsibility. 
Importantly, you will also see that we use our growth mindset and value of perseverance to 
overcome any setbacks or frustrations we might have with our design projects. As a Rights 
Respecting school, we try to use recycled products as much as possible and limit our use of 
plastic. We understand that we need to create projects that help care for our planet. 

“Design is not just what it looks and feels like. Design is how it works.” 

― Steve Jobs 

Resources   

• PlanBee  (Google drive) 
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Computing   

 

At Coopers Lane, we begin our journey as computer scientists in Nursery. Our experiences 
before we begin school create a sense of intrigue of the digital world that surrounds us. Our 
curiosity inspires us to ask questions and explore how technology works. As we grow, our 
understanding of the range of purposes for which technology can be used grows too. We 
begin to develop our understanding of the three strands of computing: computer science, 
information technology and digital literacy. 

Any time you enter a computing lesson at Coopers Lane, you can expect to see children 
learning about computer systems and how they work, designing and building programs and 
using technology to create a range of content. We are encouraged to use technical 
vocabulary and we are proud to share our memorable experiences beyond school with our 
families and friends. 

At Coopers Lane our computing learning journey is vast. We learn about algorithms and how 
they are implemented through programmable robots. We also learn how to design, write and 
create programmes using coding. We use our information technology skills to retrieve, 
organise and store digital content. In doing this, we learn about presenting, analysing and 
evaluating data and information. We regularly ensure we build on our understanding of safe 
and responsible use of technology and how to identify and report any concerns about digital 
content as we develop into independent learners who are curious to find out more about our 
extraordinary world. 

“The Web as I envisaged it, we have not seen it yet. The future is still so much bigger 
than the past.”  

― Tim Berners Lee 

 
Resources   

• Switched on Computing (Hard copy books + Rising Stars Online) 
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Geography   

 
Geography is a living, breathing subject, constantly adapting itself to change. It is dynamic and 

relevant. For me geography is a great adventure with a purpose.” 

― Michael Palin 

At Coopers Lane, we understand the importance of learning geography and are inspired to love and 

care for our extraordinary world from an early age. We engage in creative, purposeful and practical 

learning experiences that motivate us to become responsible global citizens and make positive 

changes for the future. 

When you join a geography lesson at Coopers Lane, you will see us as inquisitive geographers who are 

encouraged to be independent and innovative thinkers by reflecting on our own experiences of the 

world. You will see a rich curriculum which develops our curiosity and wonder. We start our journey by 

exploring the whole world before we look in more detail at specific countries and continents. You will 

see that each year we build upon our map working skills, discovering links between different countries 

and places as well as our local environment. Through our time here, we also deepen our understanding 

of the Earth’s key physical and human processes and of the formation and use of landscapes and 

environments. 

As geographers, we are encouraged to use our analytical skills to find patterns and draw conclusions 

from map work, fieldwork and other data. The use of technology, such as interactive maps and 

analytical apps, are regularly used to engage and inspire us. We express our creativity, regularly make 

links with DT, art and computing, by completing meaningful and engaging projects. We use our 

communication skills, as well empathy, to work collaboratively with others and express our opinions 

respectfully. 

Geography promotes and demonstrates our school values in many ways.  Through a diverse 

curriculum we listen, respect and show kindness to different cultures and have empathy towards others. 

We enjoy celebrating the diverse community we live in and make sure that it is represented in our 

curriculum. 

We understand that our actions and voices have power, and that we are the future. 

Resources   

• Core Knowledge books and website - http://www.coreknowledge.org.uk/schoolsinfo.php 
• Oddizzi website - http://www.oddizzi.com 
• Knowledge Organisers 

http://www.coreknowledge.org.uk/schoolsinfo.php
http://www.oddizzi.com/
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History 

 
“History is a gallery of pictures in which there are few originals and many copies.” 

– Alexis de Tocqueville 

At Coopers Lane, we begin our journey as historians in Nursery. Through discussions about 
our own personal history and how we have grown up, we begin to raise questions about the 
past. Our curiosity inspires us to investigate the past through hands-on activities as we start to 
understand the lives of others who have lived before us. As we progress through the school, 
we continue to develop our historical enquiry skills by using a range of primary and secondary 
sources. From these we pose questions searching for historical accuracy. We strive to hold a 
chronological understanding of British and world history as well as recognising the lives of a 
diverse range of historical figures. We are encouraged to share our knowledge with all those 
around us and recognise how the past has shaped our lives today. 

When you walk into a history lesson at Coopers Lane, you will see Heroic Historians who 
show a wealth of knowledge about the past as we continue to delve deeper into those “tricky” 
questions. With our enquiry-based approach, we have learners who show a natural curiosity 
for the past, which has been inspired by exciting lessons inside and outside the classroom. 
Through our diverse and inclusive curriculum, we question the choices made by people in the 
past and understand how we can learn from history to create a positive future for all. 

At Coopers Lane, we view history as the window to the past. We work collaboratively in an 
inclusive and enriching environment, valuing the ideas of all those around us, which support 
our inquisitive minds as we develop into passionate historians who have a thirst to understand 
and question the past! 

Resources   

• Core Knowledge books and website - http://www.coreknowledge.org.uk/schoolsinfo.php 
• Knowledge Organisers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.coreknowledge.org.uk/schoolsinfo.php
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Modern Foreign Language 

 
“Language is not a genetic gift, it is a social gift. Learning a new language is becoming a 

member of the club – the community of speakers of that language.” 
 

– Frank Smith 
 
At Coopers Lane we believe that learning a foreign language is an important part of living in a multi-
cultural society. We are given experiences of the French language and cultures through listening, 
speaking, writing, singing and role playing. Our curriculum encourages us to ask questions about 
other French-speaking countries and helps us to understand our place in the global community. 
 
When you walk into a French lesson, you will see that we understand how valuable it is to 
communicate effectively with people in another language. You will also see our natural curiosity 
about different traditions, festivals and languages and the confidence we are given to try a new 
foreign language.  
 
Across the school we celebrate a different language for each month of the year. We are taught 
basic greetings and phrases, and are encouraged to answer the register in that language for the 
month. We choose languages that represent our community.  
 

 

Signing 
 

“Signs are to eyes what words are to ears” 

– Ken Glickman 

At Coopers Lane we believe that being Deaf aware, and having an understanding of sign 
language, is an important part of living in a multi-cultural society. We are given the experience 
of learning about British Sign Language and Deaf culture through signing, gesture, listening 
and role play. Our curriculum encourages us to ask questions about how Deaf people 
communicate and helps us to enrich our place in the global community. 

When you walk into a Deaf Awareness lesson, you will see that we understand how valuable 
it is to communicate effectively with people through good Deaf awareness, gesture and sign 
language. You will also see our natural curiosity about different cultures within our 
communities. 
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Music 

 
At Coopers Lane our love of music begins as soon as we join the school. Our Nursery and 
Reception classes all have a range of musical instruments where we start to learn about 
rhythm, pitch and volume. Learning through play, we use our imagination and creativity to 
express ourselves and how we are feeling. As we progress through the school, we continue 
learning the language of music, understanding that every culture makes music which speaks 
to us in different ways. During our time here, we are given the chance to learn how to play 
recorders, ukuleles and steel pans with specialist teachers. 

When you walk into a music lesson, you will see us being creative, collaborative, celebrating 
the successes of others and challenging ourselves through story-telling, singing, improvising, 
composing and appreciating a wide range of musical genres. You will also see us using 
instruments to support and improve our compositions. We cannot help but show our value of 
happiness as we work in small groups or ensembles, demonstrating our new learning to the 
rest of the class. 

Our love of music isn’t just confined to the curriculum, we love to perform. Everyone gets the 
chance to take part in a class assembly during the year and a full-scale production at 
Christmas, which helps us to share our achievements with the wider community. We are lucky 
enough to be offered music lessons outside of the classroom in piano, violin, steel pans and 
drums. Our school choir is also very popular and we have performed at the Lewisham Voices 
concert for the last few years. 

We celebrate all things music in our yearly Summer Soiree event. This is where children and 
adults from across the school come together and perform. We believe that music is all around 
us, the soundtrack to our lives, and by sharing this with our whole community we strengthen 
our bonds of support and trust, as well as our enjoyment of performing. 

“Words make you think a thought. Music makes you feel a feeling. A song makes you 
feel a thought” 

– E.Y. Harburg 

Resources   

• Music Express (Hard copy books + Collins Online) 
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P.E.   

 

“I’ve failed over and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed.” 

– Michael Jordan 

At Coopers Lane our physical development begins as soon as we join the school. Our 
Nursery and Reception classes have dedicated outdoor spaces in which we can learn through 
play; practising throwing and catching, climbing, balancing and riding bikes. As we progress 
through the school, we have the chance to work with our specialist sports coaches and be 
taught a range of new sports and skills. 

When you walk into a P.E lesson, you will see a safe and supportive environment where we 
can all take risks and make mistakes as we develop. You will also see us demonstrating our 
value of responsibility by working in teams, cheering friends on and encouraging everyone to 
do the best that they can. Our PE curriculum encourages us to be physically active for 
sustained periods of time in order to help us lead healthy, active lives. 

We are very lucky at Coopers Lane to have a great selection of indoor and outdoor spaces 
such as a basketball court, two gymnastics halls and a multi-use games area complete with 
AstroTurf. Outside of our weekly PE lessons, we have the opportunity to join a range of 
lunchtime or after-school sports clubs such as gymnastics, skateboarding, cricket, and we are 
very proud to have a boys’ and a girls’ football team. 

Every year our Sports Days are a way for us to celebrate how we have developed physically 
and show our families what we have learnt. Throughout our time here we are taught how to be 
good sports people, showing modesty when winning and being gracious when losing. This 
helps us strengthen our growth mindset approach, bringing out the best in us all. 

Resources   

• Rising Stars Champions 
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PSHE   
 

At Coopers Lane, we start out PSHE journey in Nursery where we learn about ourselves and the 
world around us. Learning through play allows us to take risks, make mistakes and teaches us how 
to socialise with others so that we can make lifelong friends.  As we progress through the school, 
we learn about three main topics: relationships, health and wellbeing and living in the wider world. 
We are encouraged to question the world around us and are inspired to be the best version of 
ourselves. 

When you walk into a PSHE lesson, you will see a safe environment where we can express our own 
views while respecting the views of others. The topics we cover ignite a passion within us to care for 
others and to learn how to keep ourselves and others safe. We are a Gold Rights Respecting 
school, which means that we know and learn about our rights and are encouraged to speak out 
when our rights and the rights of others are not met.  

At Coopers Lane, we view PSHE as an essential part of our curriculum. Our school is a safe space 
where we can learn about key life skills such as saving money, the impact of social media, how to 
improve our mental health and basic first aid. Our PSHE learning journey means that when we 
leave Coopers Lane, we are well-rounded, passionate and caring young people. Most importantly, 
we learn that we can be whoever we want to be because we are all different, all equal, all smiling. 

“If you’re lucky enough to be different, don’t ever change.”  

– Taylor Swift 

 
Resources 

● PSHE association scheme – adapted with rights respecting links (Google Drive) 
● https://www.pshe-association.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/
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RHSE   
 

Relationships, Health and Sex Education is about the emotional, social and cultural 
development of pupils, and involves learning about relationships, sexual health, sexuality, 
healthy lifestyles, diversity and personal identity. 

The curriculum involves a combination of sharing information, and exploring issues and 
values. We hope to prevent and remove prejudice, fostering gender equality and LGBT+ 
equality. 

Pupils will be taught about the nature and importance of secure relationships for family life 
and bringing up children, understanding that there are strong and mutually supportive 
relationships outside of marriage. We try to ensure that no stigma is placed on children based 
on their home circumstances. 

RHSE should contribute to promoting the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical 
development of pupils at school and within society, thus preparing them for the responsibilities 
and experiences of adult life. We view the partnership of home and school as vital in providing 
a context. 

RHSE is not about the promotion of sexual activity. 

High quality Relationships, Health & Sex Education (RHSE) is every child’s right, no matter 
what their level of need or ability. We ensure RHSE is inclusive and meets the needs of all our 
pupils, including those with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). Relationships 
Education should be a priority for pupils, especially those with social, emotional and mental 
health needs or learning disabilities. With RHSE at the heart of the school’s PSHE curriculum 
it has the power to respond to these challenges, so it is essential that RHSE is a 
developmental programme of teaching for all, across all years. Introducing consistent 
vocabulary in relation to toileting and personal care, with euphemisms avoided, and also 
taking everyday opportunities to teach about consent and personal space will benefit all 
pupils.  There are clear links between RHSE and safeguarding, equality, anti-bullying and 
behaviour policies, and our school values.  

Resources 
● PSHE association scheme – adapted with rights respecting links (Google Drive) 
● https://www.pshe-association.org.uk 

https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/
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Religious Education   
 

“We should respect all religions and just believe in peace, kindness and harmony.” 

– Ananya Panday 

Through our RE curriculum, we are given the opportunity to build our sense of identity and 
belonging, helping us to flourish within our religiously diverse community. We learn about 
different religions, belief systems, festivals and rituals, and where possible, visit places of 
worship. We are taught to be empathetic, generous and compassionate, thinking about our 
responsibilities to ourselves and others. 

When you walk into an RE lesson at Coopers Lane, you will see citizens of the world, asking 
thoughtful questions as we look in depth at different religions. We discuss how we might 
contribute to our community and the wider world, alongside more challenging questions about 
the meaning and purpose of life. Through our RE lessons, we continue to develop respect for 
others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, and learn to challenge any kind of 
prejudice. We know that our voice is important and that we are ‘all different, all equal, all 
smiling’. 

Resources   
• Espresso – Faiths  (LGFL free resource) 
• The Lewisham Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education (Google drive) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page | 55 

 


