
Glossary

Appliance- A piece of equipment
or a device designed to perform a
particular job, such as a washing
machine or mobile phone.
Battery- A device that stores
electrical energy as a chemical.
Bulb- A glass bulb which provides
light by passing an electrical
current through a filament.
Cell- A device used to generate
electricity. A battery is an
example of a cell.
Circuit-  A pathway that electricity
can flow around. It includes wires
and a power supply and may
include bulbs, switches or buzzers.
Conductor- Any material that
electricity can pass through
or along.
Current- A flow of electricity
through a wire.
Electricity- Electricity is the
presence and flow of electric
charge. Using electricity, we can
transfer energy in ways that allow
us to do simple chores.
Insulator- Any material that
electricity cannot pass
through or along.
Voltage- The force that makes
electricity move through a wire.
Wire- A long, thin and flexible
piece of metal. Wires are made in
many different metals and sizes,
and are used for many purposes.

Electricity can be created in a number of ways, for example:
 

-Burning fossil fuels (oil, gas etc.) in power stations
 

-Using solar power generated from the sun
 

-Using wind power from turbines
 

-Using water power (hydropower)
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work 

 
 

with electricity 

Electricity can
only flow around a 

 
 

 that has no gaps. There
must be wires connected to

both the positive and
negative end of the power

supply/battery.

Thomas Edison Electricity can
occur naturally  

or
it can be

generated

For example, lightning
or static electricity  

Mains electricity
and batteries are
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appliances

A switch can
be used to
open and

close a circuit

complete circuit

Some materials allow
electricity to pass through

them. These are called 

conductors
Some materials do NOT let
electricity to pass through

them. These are called

insulators

safely

was a famous inventor. He
was part of perfecting the
light bulb as we know it

today! 
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