
Glossary

Adaptation - the process
of change so that
an organism or species
can become better suited
to their environment
Ammonite - the fossil of
an extinct marine creature
with flat, spiral shells
Evolution - the process by
which different kinds of
living organism are
believed to have
developed from
earlier forms during the
history of the earth
Fossil - the remains or
impression of a prehistoric
plant or animal
embedded in rock and
preserved
Inherit- to gain a quality,
characteristic or
predisposition genetically
from a parent or ancestor
Offspring - a person’s
child or children/an
animal’s young
Palaeontologist - a
scientist who studies
fossils
Variation -the differences
in characteristics between
individuals of the same
species
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Living things produce
offspring of the same

kind but normally
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EVOLUTION.
Evolution is the

changes in a species
over a loooooooong

time.

Darwin's theory of evolution through natural selection
would suggest that the finches on the Galapagos

Islands had different shaped beaks because the food
available on each island varied and the finches' beak
shape evolved to take advantage of the food supply. 

published his scientific theory of 

 in a book called ‘On the Origin
of Species’. Darwin’s theory

explained how every living thing
is connected in a family tree that
stretches back billions of years

to the beginning of
 life on Earth.

natural selection

Giraffes' necks
grew longer over

time because,
through natural

selection, the
giraffes with the

longer necks could
reach more leaves

at the tops of
trees. 

was a pioneering
palaeontologist and

fossil collector.

Mary made some
incredible discoveries in

her life including a long-
necked marine reptile
called a plesiosaur.

FOSSILS

Living things have adaptive traits
(influenced by their environment) and

inherited traits (gained from
parents/ancestors).


