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Coopers Lane Teaching and Learning Policy 
 
Introduction 
 
1.1. At Coopers Lane Primary School, we believe in the concept of lifelong learning, and 

in the idea that both adults and children learn new things every day. We maintain 
that learning should be a rewarding and enjoyable experience for everyone; in short, 
it should be fun. Through our teaching, we equip children with the skills, knowledge 
and understanding necessary to be able to make an informed choice about the 
important things in their lives. We believe that appropriate teaching and learning 
experiences help children to lead happy and rewarding lives. 
 

Aims and Objectives 
 
2.1. We believe that people learn best in different ways. At our school, we provide a rich 
and varied learning environment that allows children to develop their skills and abilities to 
their full potential. 
 
2.2. Through our teaching, we aim to: 

• challenge and stimulate children through tasks that match their ability; 
• enable children to become confident, resourceful, enquiring and independent 
• learners; 
• foster children’s self-esteem, and help them to build positive relationships with other 

people; 
• develop children’s self-respect, encourage them to understand the ideas, attitudes 

and values of others, and teach then to respect other people’s feelings; 
• show respect for a diverse range of cultures and, in so doing, to promote positive 

attitudes towards other people; 
• enable children to understand their community, and help them feel valued as part of 
• it; 
• help children grow into reliable, independent and positive citizens; 

 
Effective Learning 
 
3.1 Research tells us that people learn in may different ways, and respond best to different 
types of input (visual, auditory and kinaesthetic); we must therefore deliver teaching in 
different types of ways to address the needs of all our learners. We take into account the 
different forms of intelligence (e.g. mathematical/logical, visual/spatial, interpersonal, musical) 
when planning our teaching. 
 
3.2 We ensure the best possible environment for learning by developing a positive 
atmosphere in which pupils feel safe and feel they belong, in which they enjoy being 
challenged, but in which they enjoy learning, and know that they will succeed (because they 
know the challenge will have been set at the right level). We therefore provide ‘brain 
breaks’ at various points in the lesson to refocus children’s attention, and make sure that 
the children have access to drinking water. 
 
3.3 All teaching will be structured to maximise learning opportunities, and lessons will be 
planned in accordance with the following principles; 

• the teaching should build on previous learning; 
• it should give pupils the ‘big picture’ of the lesson; the teacher should explain the 

learning objectives, and why the lesson is important; 



• the lesson should be presented in a range of styles; 
• it should allow opportunities for the pupils to build up their own understanding 

through various activities; 
• it should allow opportunities for the children to review what they have learnt; 
• it should have built-in opportunities for feedback to the children, celebrating success 

and reviewing learning strategies; 
• the teaching should indicate what the next step in the learning will be. 

            
3.4 We offer opportunities for children to learn in different ways. These include: 

• investigation and problem solving; 
• research and discovery 
• group work 
• pair work; 
• independent work; 
• whole-class work; 
• asking and answering questions; 
• use of ICT; 
• fieldwork and visits to places of educational interest; 
• creative activities; 
• debates, role-plays and oral presentations; 
• designing and making things; 
• participation in athletic or physical activity.  

 
3.5 We encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning, to be involved as 
far as possible in reviewing the way in which they learn, and to reflect on how they learn – 
what helps them learn, and what makes it difficult for them to learn. 
 
Effective Teaching and Learning 
4.1 When we are teaching, we focus on motivating all the children, and building on their 
skills, knowledge and understanding of the curriculum, so that they reach the highest level of 
personal achievement. We use the school curriculum plan to guide our teaching. This sets 
out the aims, objectives and values of the school, and details what is to be taught to each 
year group. 
 
4.2 Teachers make on-going assessments of each child’s progress, and they use this 
information when planning their lessons. It enables them to take into account the abilities of 
all their children. Our prime focus is to develop further the knowledge and skills of all our 
children. We strive to ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to each child’s level of ability. 
When planning work for children with special educational needs, we give due regard to 
information and targets contained in the children’s Individual Education Plans (IEPs). 
Teachers modify teaching and learning as appropriate for children with disabilities. We value 
each child as a unique individual, and teachers are familiar with the relevant equal 
opportunities legislation covering race, gender and disability. We will strive to meet the 
needs of all our children, and to ensure that we meet all statutory requirements related to 
matters of inclusion. 
4.3 We set academic targets for the children in each year, and we share these targets with 
children and their parents/carers. We review the progress of each child throughout the year 
and at the end of the academic year, and set revised targets as appropriate. 
        
4.4 We plan our lessons with clear learning objectives. We take these objectives from the 
National Curriculum. Our lesson plans contain information about the tasks to be set, the 



resources needed, and the way in which we assess the children’s work. We evaluate all 
lessons, so that we can modify and improve our future teaching. 
 
4.5 Each of our teachers makes a special effort to establish good working relationships with 
all the children in the class. We treat children with kindness and respect. We recognise that 
they are all individuals with different needs, but we treat them fairly, and give them equal 
opportunity to take part in class activities. All of our teachers follow the school policy with 
regard to discipline and classroom management. We set and agree with the children the 
class code of conduct, which is centred around our 7 core values, and we expect all children 
to comply with the rules that we jointly devise to promote the best learning opportunities 
for all. We praise children for their efforts and, by so doing, we help to build positive 
attitudes towards school and learning in general. We insist on good order and behaviour at 
all times. When children misbehave, we follow the guidelines as outlined in our policy on 
behaviour. 
 
4.6 We try to ensure that all tasks and activities that the children perform are safe. When 
we plan to take children out of school, we follow a set of procedures to ensure safety: the 
venue is visited, risk assessments are completed, and various permissions are obtained. We 
inform parents or carers, and obtain the permission, before the visit takes place. 
 
4.7 We deploy teaching assistants and other adult helpers as effectively as possible. 
Sometimes, they work with individual children, and sometimes they work with small groups. 
Our adult helpers also assist with the preparation and storage of classroom equipment. 
 
4.8 Our classrooms are attractive learning environments. We change displays at least once a 
term, so that the classroom reflects the topics studied by the children. We ensure that all 
children have the opportunity to display their best work at some time during the year. All 
classrooms have a range of dictionaries and both fiction and non fiction books, as well as 
displays relating to English and maths. We also use displays as learning prompts for the 
children. We believe that a stimulating environment sets the climate for learning, and that an 
exciting classroom promotes independent use of resources, which results in high-quality 
work by the children. 
 
4.9 All of our teachers reflect on their strengths and weaknesses, and plan their professional 
development accordingly. We do all we can to support our teachers in developing their 
skills so that they can continually improve their practice. 
 
4.10 We conduct all our teaching in an atmosphere of trust and respect for all. 
 
The Governing Body 
 
5.1 Our Governing Body, determine, support, monitor and review the school’s approach to 
teaching and learning. In particular, they: 

• support the appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources effectively; 
• ensure that the school buildings and premises are used optimally to support teaching 

and learning; 
• check teaching methods in the light of health and safety regulations; 
• seek to ensure that staff development and appraisals both promote good- 
• quality teaching; 
• monitor the effectiveness of the school’s teaching and learning approaches 
• through the school’s self-review process, which include reports from subject leaders, 

the annual headteacher’s report to the Governing Body, and a review of the in- 
service training sessions attended by staff. 



 
The Role of Parents and Carers 
 
6.1 We believe that parents and carers have a fundamental role to play in helping children to 
learn. We do all we can to inform parents and carers about what and how their children are 
learning: 

• by holding parent/carer workshops to explain our school strategies for English, 
Maths and health education; 

• by sending information to parents and carers, at the start of each term, which 
outlines the topics that the children will be studying during the term at school; 

• by sending parents and carers regular reports in which we explain the progress made 
by each child, and indicate how the child can improve further; 

• by explaining to parents and carers how they can support their children with 
homework, and suggesting, for example, regular shared reading with very young 
children, and support for older children with their projects and investigative work. 

 
6.2 We believe that parents and carers have the responsibility to support their children and 
the school in implementing the school policies. We would therefore like parents and carers: 

• to ensure that their child has the best attendance record possible; 
• to ensure that their child is equipped for school with the correct uniform and PE kit; 
• to do their best to keep their child healthy and fit to attend school; 
• to inform school if there are matters outside of school that are likely to affect a 

child’s performance or behaviour; 
• to promote a positive attitude towards school and learning in general; 
• to fulfil the requirements set out in the home-school agreement. 

 
Pupil Premium 
 
7.1 The Pupil Premium Grant (PPG) is Government funding allocated to schools for the 
benefit of children from low-income families who are known to be eligible for Free School 
Meals (FSM) or have been eligible for free school meals at any point in the last six years. 
This funding is also given for children who have been looked after continuously for more 
than six months and children whose parents are currently serving in the armed forces. The 
extra funding is made available to support narrowing the gap that still exists between pupils 
from disadvantaged and more affluent backgrounds and for pupils to reach their full 
potential, both academically and socially, by overcoming barriers to learning. How we use 
this funding at Coopers Lane is detailed in a separate policy that can be found on our 
website. 
 
 
Monitoring and Review 
 
7.1. We are aware of the need to monitor the school’s teaching and learning policy, and to 
review it regularly, so that we can take into account of new initiatives and research, changes 
in the curriculum, developments in technology or changes to the physical environment of 
the school. We will therefore review this policy every two years, or earlier if necessary. 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 
Maths at Coopers Lane 
 
Maths at Coopers Lane is taught mainly in discreet lessons, based upon the 2014 National 
Curriculum. We plan our lessons using the Focus Maths scheme which is designed to help 
teachers deliver maths teaching and learning in a way which is challenging and aligned with 
end of year curriculum expectations. Focus Maths breaks down the curriculum for each year 
group into smaller topics. These topics will be taught through the three aims of knowledge, 
reasoning and problem solving, differentiated to provide appropriate challenge to all 
children. The yearly overview for each year group gives an outline of the topics to be taught 
and can be downloaded from the school website(there may be changes to the overview to 
meet the needs of each individual class). 

All units will be taught through the three aims of knowledge, reasoning and problem solving. 
Once children have gained the maths knowledge they master this through reasoning and 
then move on to work at greater depth through problem solving. 
 
Children are taught to calculate mentally. Pencil and paper methods of calculation are taught 
for when it becomes too difficult to work mentally. Cross-curricular links are developed 
whenever possible, especially in science and ICT and problem solving sessions are woven 
throughout each terms lessons. Mathematical learning at Coopers Lane has a purpose and 
includes real life, practical activities which challenge mathematical thinking and allow children 
to move through targets and progress at a personal rate in their daily learning. 
 
The majority of discrete maths lessons follow a similar structure, consisting of: mental 
starter/whole class focus/independent or collaborative work/plenary. An emphasis on 
dialogue in different situations to explain mathematical thinking and reasoning, collaborative 
work and peer or self-evaluation is intrinsic to all maths lessons. 

Within class, children are taught in both ability and mixed-ability groupings as appropriate to 
the activity. All lessons have differentiated activities to challenge children appropriately. 

Mental Maths 

All classes have an additional 10 minute mental maths activity each day. This is working on 
core maths skills and knowledge, for example – times tables. 

The Numicon maths system is used from EYFS to Year 2, and as necessary, to support 
mathematical learning of individual or groups of children further up the school. Lessons are 
daily and adjusted to suit children’s different ability levels. Computer programs and games 
help understanding and add to enjoyment. 
 
Our calculations policy has been developed to reflect the 2014 Maths curriculum and 
explains, with examples, the calculation methods taught in each year group for all four 
operations (+-÷x). You can download the policy from our school website. 
Please see the Maths Curriculum pages on our website for more detailed information 
regarding the units if work for each year group. 
         
 
 
 
 



Appendix 2 
English 
 
A child’s ability to communicate is vital to all aspects of their learning, so 
English learning cuts across all areas of the curriculum. We also plan for 
literacy-specific learning every day in school, in line with the expectations 
of the National Curriculum. 
 
Our aim is for all Coopers Lane children to be confident and enthusiastic speakers, readers 
and writers, so we provide a broad range of daily activities for children to develop 
and apply their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. We want all children to be 
excellent communicators, to listen actively and to speak with confidence. Every child will 
have the opportunity to perform to an audience at least twice a year, as part of our fantastic 
Christmas performances and celebratory and informative class assemblies, in addition to in- 
class drama activities. Our children are also helped to develop a love of reading and to 
become skillful and imaginative writers. 
 
Reading 
Instilling a love of reading is a really important aspect of our reading curriculum, so children 
often get opportunities throughout the week to read for pleasure. A home reading routine 
is established in Reception and continued all the way through to Year 6. We encourage 
children to choose books to take home and share with their families each week; children 
are also asked to complete regular reading activities to develop their understanding of what 
they have read. We depend on parents to support children in their daily home reading 
programme. 
In school, each class has a daily, half hour reading lesson. This is usually held first thing, as 
the children come in to school, and can include reading to an adult as part of a group or as 
an individual, or working independently on well planned and resourced reading activities. 
Children are taught a wide range of strategies to decode and make sense of texts, including 
phonics. These strategies are shared with parents at our Bring & Stay meetings at the start 
of each year, and our staff are always willing to offer further advice and guidance. 
 
Writing 
The use of engaging, inspiring and high quality texts is central to our writing curriculum. We 
call these books Sparkle Texts and each year group has an ever-expanding selection of 
these texts; they include classics, such as The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister and Where The 
Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak, and more recent publications, such as Wolves in the 
Walls by Neil Gaiman and Flotsam by David Wiesner. These books act as stimuli for 
children to develop and explore their writing skills. Children write for purpose wherever 
possible, on a theme linked to the current Sparkle Text, or on their termly topic. 
 
The teaching of writing at Coopers Lane follows 5 phases: 
 
Phase 1) Immersion and ‘Have a go’ writing opportunities: This phase is about 
immersion in the text type and the chosen Sparkle Text. This is a crucial phase in the 
teaching of writing. The idea is to let the children see what a good one looks like. They need 
to pull this apart (not just language features but also thinking about text level objectives 
too). The learning wall will be used to display key learning from this stage; the class create 
Text Type Toolkits and General Writing Toolkits which are displayed as a reference for 
when they start writing. This phase may involve drama opportunities and short ‘Have a go’ 
writing opportunities e.g. note taking, diary entries, character profiles and so on. 
 



Phase 2) Imitation – building towards a writing outcome: Phase 3 will offer 
more ‘Have a go’ writing, but will also be preparing the children for their final written 
outcome. There may be a mixture of short writing outcomes and extended writing 
outcomes, linked heavily to a pre-prepared shared reading text (a perfect example of the 
text type being studied written by the teacher) which is then modeled during shared and 
guided writing sessions. 
 
Phase 3) Innovation - the final written outcome: Throughout this phase, the 
writing journey is scaffolded by the teacher during shared writing. The children end up 
creating their own version of the shared reading text with changes made, but features of the 
text type and even some shared ideas may have been “magpie” (stolen from the teacher or 
each other!) and included to create the final piece. 
 
Phase 4) Hot write: The children now write their own, independent version of the 
genre they have been studying. 
 
SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) 
Grammar and punctuation play a significant part in the new National Curriculum. At 
Coopers Lane, we teach specific grammar, punctuation and spelling skills during regular 
sessions. These are mini lessons which are carefully differentiated to meet the needs of 
every child and focus on key skills and objectives lifted from the National Curriculum. Our 
staff follow our Programmes of Study for this (see curriculum pages of website for more 
information). SPAG is not just taught as a discrete subject, however, but is also integrated 
into our English and Topic planning, ensuring the children are transferring skills across 
lessons. 
 
Handwriting 
At Coopers Lane, children are encouraged to use a cursive script from Foundation Stage. 
Please see our Handwriting Policy for more details. 
           


